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Examines the letters and diaries of nearly one thousand soldiers to investigate
what motivated those who fought in the
Civil War, concluding that they were driven by a keen sense of patriotic and ideological commitment
In this classic study, Pulitzer Prize-winning author James M. McPherson deftly
narrates the experience of blacks--former slaves and soldiers, preachers, visionaries, doctors, intellectuals, and common people--during the Civil War. Drawing on contemporary journalism, speeches, books, and letters, he presents an
eclectic chronicle of their fears and
hopes as well as their essential contributions to their own freedom. Through the
words of these extraordinary participants, both Northern and Southern,
McPherson captures African-American responses to emancipation, the shifting attitudes toward Lincoln and the life of
black soldiers in the Union army. Above
all, we are allowed to witness the
dreams of a disenfranchised people eager to embrace the rights and the equali-

ty oﬀered to them, ﬁnally, as citizens.
History has not been kind to Jeﬀerson
Davis. His cause went down in disastrous
defeat and left the South impoverished
for generations. If that cause had succeeded, it would have torn the United
States in two and preserved the institution of slavery. Many Americans in Davis's own time and in later generations
considered him an incompetent leader, if
not a traitor. Not so, argues James M.
McPherson. In Embattled Rebel, McPherson shows us that Davis might have
been on the wrong side of history, but it
is too easy to diminish him because of
his cause's failure. In order to understand the Civil War and its outcome, it is
essential to give Davis his due as a military leader and as the president of an aspiring Confederate nation. Davis did not
make it easy on himself. His subordinates and enemies alike considered him
diﬃcult, egotistical, and cold. He was
gravely ill throughout much of the war,
often working from home and even from
his sickbed. Nonetheless, McPherson
argues, Davis shaped and articulated the
principal policy of the Confederacy with
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clarity and force: the quest for independent nationhood. Although he had not
been a ﬁre-breathing secessionist, once
he committed himself to a Confederate
nation he never deviated from this goal.
In a sense, Davis was the last Confederate left standing in 1865. As president of
the Confederacy, Davis devoted most of
his waking hours to military strategy and
operations, along with Commander
Robert E. Lee, and delegated the economic and diplomatic functions of strategy to his subordinates. Davis was present on several battleﬁelds with Lee and
even took part in some tactical planning;
indeed, their close relationship stands as
one of the great military-civilian partnerships in history. Most critical appraisals
of Davis emphasize his choices in and
management of generals rather than his
strategies, but no other chief executive
in American history exercised such tenacious hands-on inﬂuence in the shaping
of military strategy. And while he was imprisoned for two years after the Confederacy's surrender awaiting a trial for treason that never came, and lived for
another twenty-four years, he never
once recanted the cause for which he
had fought and lost.--Publisher.
Although previously undervalued for
their strategic impact because they represented only a small percentage of total
forces, the Union and Confederate
navies were crucial to the outcome of
the Civil War. In War on the Waters,
James M. McPherson has crafted an enlightening, at times harrowing, and ultimately thrilling account of the war's naval campaigns and their military leaders.
McPherson recounts how the Union
navy's blockade of the Confederate
coast, leaky as a sieve in the war's early
months, became increasingly eﬀective
as it choked oﬀ vital imports and exports. Meanwhile, the Confederate navy,
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dwarfed by its giant adversary, demonstrated daring and military innovation.
Commerce raiders sank Union ships and
drove the American merchant marine
from the high seas. Southern ironclads
sent several Union warships to the bottom, naval mines sank many more, and
the Confederates deployed the world's
ﬁrst submarine to sink an enemy vessel.
But in the end, it was the Union navy
that won some of the war's most important strategic victories--as an essential
partner to the army on the ground at
Fort Donelson, Vicksburg, Port Hudson,
Mobile Bay, and Fort Fisher, and all by itself at Port Royal, Fort Henry, New Orleans, and Memphis.
Although over one hundred ﬁfty years
have passed since the start of the American Civil War, that titanic conﬂict continues to matter. The forces unleashed by
that war were immensely destructive because of the signiﬁcant issues involved:
the existence of the Union, the end of
slavery, and the very future of the nation. The war remains our most contentious, and our bloodiest, with over six
hundred thousand killed in the course of
the four-year struggle. Most civil wars do
not spring up overnight, and the American Civil War was no exception. The
seeds of the conﬂict were sown in the
earliest days of the republic’s founding,
primarily over the existence of slavery
and the slave trade. Although no conﬂict
can begin without the conscious decisions of those engaged in the debates at
that moment, in the end, there was simply no way to paper over the division of
the country into two camps: one that
was dominated by slavery and the other
that sought ﬁrst to limit its spread and
then to abolish it. Our nation was indeed
“half slave and half free,” and that could
not stand. Regardless of the factors tear-
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ing the nation asunder, the soldiers on
each side of the struggle went to war for
personal reasons: looking for adventure,
being caught up in the passions and emotions of their peers, believing in the
Union, favoring states’ rights, or even justifying the simple schoolyard dynamic of
being convinced that they were “worth”
three of the soldiers on the other side.
Nor can we overlook the factor that
some went to war to prove their manhood. This has been, and continues to
be, a key dynamic in understanding combat and the profession of arms. Soldiers
join for many reasons but often stay in
the ﬁght because of their comrades and
because they do not want to seem like
cowards. Whatever the reasons, the
struggle was long and costly and only culminated with the conquest of the rebellious Confederacy, the preservation of
the Union, and the end of slavery. These
campaign pamphlets on the American
Civil War, prepared in commemoration of
our national sacriﬁces, seek to remember that war and honor those in the United States Army who died to preserve the
Union and free the slaves as well as to
tell the story of those American soldiers
who fought for the Confederacy despite
the inherently ﬂawed nature of their
cause. The Civil War was our greatest
struggle and continues to deserve our
deep study and contemplation.
The Address was delivered at the dedication of the Soldiers' National Cemetery in
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on the afternoon of Thursday, November 19, 1863,
during the American Civil War, four and
a half months after the Union armies defeated those of the Confederacy at the
decisive Battle of Gettysburg. In just
over two minutes, Lincoln invoked the
principles of human equality espoused
by the Declaration of Independence and
redeﬁned the Civil War as a struggle not
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merely for the Union, but as "a new birth
of freedom" that would bring true equality to all of its citizens, and that would also create a uniﬁed nation in which
states' rights were no longer dominant.
Throughout history, some books have
changed the world. They have transformed the way we see ourselves - and
each other. They have inspired debate,
dissent, war and revolution. They have
enlightened, outraged, provoked and
comforted. They have enriched lives and destroyed them. Now Penguin brings
you the works of the great thinkers, pioneers, radicals and visionaries whose
ideas shook civilization and helped make
us who we are.
Chronicles the revolution of ideas that
preceded--and led to--the start of the Civil War, looking at a diverse cast of characters and the actions of citizens throughout the country in their eﬀorts to move
beyond compromise and end slavery.
Reprint.
By using quotes from the letters and
diaries of the soldiers in the ﬁeld, the author adds ﬂesh and blood to Johnny Reb
and Billy Yank.
This ground-breaking book takes an insightful and close "New Look" at one of
the most fascinating subjects of the Civil
War--the long-overlooked battleﬁeld contributions of the most forgotten ﬁghting
men of the Civil War, Black Confederates. With the release of the popular
1989 ﬁlm Glory, the American public ﬁrst
learned about the heroism of the black
troops of the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry and their courageous assault on Fort Wagner, South Carolina, in
July 1863. But what the American public
failed to learn in viewing this popular
ﬁlm was the equally compelling saga of
Black Confederates, including at least
one defender, a free black soldier of the
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1st South Carolina Artillery who defended Fort Wagner in July 1863. Signiﬁcantly, large numbers of Black Confederates,
slave and free, had already been ﬁghting
on battleﬁelds across the South for more
than two years before the famous assault of the 54th Massachusetts on Fort
Wagner, including the war's ﬁrst major
battle at Bull Run. Although the vast of
majority blacks served the Confederacy
in menial and support roles, Black
Confederates, free and slave, fought
from 1861 to 1865 in regiments (infantry, cavalry, and artillery) that represented every Southern state.
American soldier Robert Edward Lee
(1807-1870) was the general in command of the Confederate Army during
the Civil War. Time Inc. New Media presents a biographical sketch of Lee and
oﬀers links to related sites, as part of the
"LIFE" magazine Hero of the Week
Proﬁle.
Examines the events and eﬀects of the
American Civil War.
For use in schools and libraries only. An
analysis of the Civil War, drawing on letters and diaries by more than one thousand soldiers, gives voice to the personal
reasons behind the war, oﬀering insight
into the ideology that shaped both sides.
In 1997, Charles Frazier’s debut novel
Cold Mountain made publishing history
when it sailed to the top of The New York
Times best-seller list for sixty-one weeks,
won numerous literary awards, including
the National Book Award, and went on to
sell over three million copies. Now, the
beloved American epic returns, reissued
by Grove Press to coincide with the publication of Frazier’s eagerly-anticipated second novel, Thirteen Moons. Sorely
wounded and fatally disillusioned in the
ﬁghting at Petersburg, a Confederate
soldier named Inman decides to walk
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back to his home in the Blue Ridge mountains to Ada, the woman he loves. His
trek across the disintegrating South
brings him into intimate and sometimes
lethal converse with slaves and marauders, bounty hunters and witches, both
helpful and malign. At the same time,
the intrepid Ada is trying to revive her father’s derelict farm and learning to survive in a world where the old certainties
have been swept away. As it interweaves their stories, Cold Mountain asserts itself as an authentic odyssey,
hugely powerful, majestically lovely, and
keenly moving.
An analysis of the Civil War, drawing on
letters and diaries by more than one
thousand soldiers, gives voice to the personal reasons behind the war, oﬀering insight into the ideology that shaped both
sides. Reprint.
The Civil War as seen through the letters
of the soldiers who fought it has often
been presented, but published correspondence from those at home to men in the
service is relatively rare since most of these letters have been lost. This collection of letters written by natives of
Athens who were in the upper and middle economic classes will be of special interest to those who are curious about
the domestic impact of the Civil War in
the South. The letters gathered in
Athens, 1861-1865 center on the prominent Howell Cobb family. The Cobbs portray day-to-day occurrences in their lives
and the lives of their fellow citizens.
Since Athens was not the scene of any
battle, the quality of life had a deﬁnite
continuity with that of the antebellum
South. Individual characters clearly
emerge as well as a moving sense of the
trying experience which was shared by
all. Mary Ann Cobb is especially memorable for her lively correspondence--letters written at odd moments snatched
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from the press of her many responsibilities. What took place in Athens, Georgia,
doubtless has much in common with
other southern towns of comparable size
which were not directly involved in the
ﬁghting. But, Athens seems especially
fortunate in its letter writers and in the
fact that so many of these chronicles
have survived.
"James M. McPherson’s Tried by War is a
perfect primer . . . for anyone who wishes to understand the evolution of the
president’s role as commander in chief.
Few historians write as well as McPherson, and none evoke the sound of battle
with greater clarity." —The New York
Times Book Review The Pulitzer
Prize–winning author reveals how Lincoln
won the Civil War and invented the role
of commander in chief as we know it As
we celebrate the bicentennial of Lincoln's birth, this study by preeminent, bestselling Civil War historian James M.
McPherson provides a rare, fresh take on
one of the most enigmatic ﬁgures in
American history. Tried by War oﬀers a
revelatory (and timely) portrait of leadership during the greatest crisis our nation
has ever endured. Suspenseful and inspiring, this is the story of how Lincoln,
with almost no previous military experience before entering the White House,
assumed the powers associated with the
role of commander in chief, and through
his strategic insight and will to ﬁght
changed the course of the war and
saved the Union.
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coln as an "absolute dictator." Now, in
the Pulitzer Prize-winning The Fate of Liberty, one of America's leading authorities
on Lincoln wades straight into this controversy, showing just who was jailed and
why, even as he explores the whole
range of Lincoln's constitutional policies.
Mark Neely depicts Lincoln's suspension
of habeas corpus as a well-intentioned attempt to deal with a ﬂoodtide of unforeseen events: the threat to Washington
as Maryland ﬂirted with secession, disintegrating public order in the border
states, corruption among military contractors, the occupation of hostile
Confederate territory, contraband trade
with the South, and the outcry against
the ﬁrst draft in U.S. history. Drawing on
letters from prisoners, records of military
courts and federal prisons, memoirs, and
federal archives, he paints a vivid picture of how Lincoln responded to these
problems, how his policies were actually
executed, and the virulent political debates that followed. Lincoln emerges
from this account with this legendary
statesmanship intact--mindful of political
realities and prone to temper the sentences of military courts, concerned not
with persecuting his opponents but with
prosecuting the war eﬃciently. In addition, Neely explores the abuses of power
under the regime of martial law: the routine torture of suspected deserters, widespread antisemitism among Union generals and oﬃcials, the common practice of
seizing civilian hostages. He ﬁnds that
though the system of military justice was
ﬂawed, it suﬀered less from merciless
zeal, or political partisanship, than from
ineﬃciency and the friction and complexities of modern war. Informed by a deep
understanding of a unique period in
American history, this incisive book
takes a comprehensive look at the issues
of civil liberties during Lincoln's adminis-

If Abraham Lincoln was known as the
Great Emancipator, he was also the only
president to suspend the writ of habeas
corpus. Indeed, Lincoln's record on the
Constitution and individual rights has fueled a century of debate, from charges
that Democrats were singled out for harrassment to Gore Vidal's depiction of Lin-
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tration, placing them ﬁrmly in the political context of the time. Written with
keen insight and an intimate grasp of the
original sources, The Fate of Liberty
oﬀers a vivid picture of the crises and
chaos of a nation at war with itself,
changing our understanding of this president and his most controversial policies.
Charles Dew’s Apostles of Disunion has
established itself as a modern classic
and an indispensable account of the
Southern states’ secession from the
Union. Addressing topics still hotly debated among historians and the public at
large more than a century and a half after the Civil War, the book oﬀers a compelling and clearly substantiated argument that slavery and race were at the
heart of our great national crisis. The ﬁfteen years since the original publication
of Apostles of Disunion have seen an intensiﬁcation of debates surrounding the
Confederate ﬂag and Civil War monuments. In a powerful new afterword to
this anniversary edition, Dew situates
the book in relation to these recent controversies and factors in the role of vast
ﬁnancial interests tied to the internal
slave trade in pushing Virginia and other
upper South states toward secession and
war.
Using a wide variety of primary sources,
examines the role of Afro-Americans in
contributing to the Union and Confederacy during the Civil War and the resulting
change in their position as citizens.
The Revolution of 1861
The Upper South—Arkansas, Tennessee,
Kentucky, and Virginia—was the scene of
the most destructive war ever fought on
American soil. Contending armies swept
across the region from the outset of the
Civil War until its end, marking their passage at Pea Ridge, Shiloh, Perryville, and
Manassas. Alongside this much-studied
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conﬂict, the Confederacy also waged an
irregular war, based on nineteenth-century principles of unconventional warfare.
In The Uncivil War, Robert R. Mackey outlines the Southern strategy of waging
war across an entire region, measures
the Northern response, and explains the
outcome. Complex military issues
shaped both the Confederate irregular
war and the Union response. Through detailed accounts of Rebel guerrilla, partisan, and raider activities, Mackey strips
away romanticized notions of how the
“shadow war” was fought, proving instead that irregular warfare was an integral part of Confederate strategy.
In this carefully researched book William
J. Cooper gives us a fresh perspective on
the period between Abraham Lincoln’s
election in November 1860 and the ﬁring
on Fort Sumter in April 1861, during
which all eﬀorts to avoid or impede secession and prevent war failed. Here is
the story of the men whose decisions
and actions during the crisis of the Union
resulted in the outbreak of the Civil War.
Sectional compromise had been critical
in the history of the country, from the
Constitutional Convention of 1787
through to 1860, and was a hallmark of
the nation. On several volatile occasions
political leaders had crafted solutions to
the vexing problems dividing North and
South. During the postelection crisis
many Americans assumed that once
again a political compromise would settle yet another dispute. Instead, in those
crucial months leading up to the clash at
Fort Sumter, that tradition of compromise broke down and a rapid succession
of events led to the great cataclysm in
American history, the Civil War. All Americans did not view this crisis from the
same perspective. Strutting southern
ﬁre-eaters designed to break up the
Union. Some Republicans, crowing over
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their electoral triumph, evinced little concern about the threatened dismemberment of the country. Still others—northerners and southerners, antislave and
proslave alike—strove to ﬁnd an
equitable settlement that would maintain the Union whole. Cooper captures
the sense of contingency, showing Americans in these months as not knowing
where decisions would lead, how events
would unfold. The people who populate
these pages could not foresee what war,
if it came, would mean, much less predict its outcome. We Have the War Upon
Us helps us understand what the major
actors said and did: the Republican party, the Democratic party, southern secessionists, southern Unionists; why the pro-compromise forces lost; and why the
American tradition of sectional compromise failed. It reveals how the major actors perceived what was happening and
the reasons they gave for their actions:
Lincoln and Jeﬀerson Davis, Stephen A.
Douglas, William Henry Seward, John J.
Crittenden, Charles Francis Adams, John
Tyler, James Buchanan, and a host of
others. William J. Cooper has written a
full account of the North and the South,
Republicans and Democrats, sectional
radicals and sectional conservatives that
deepens our insight into what is still one
of the most controversial periods in
American history.
The Army of Northern Virginia's chaotic
dispersal began even before Lee and
Grant met at Appomattox Court House.
As the Confederates had pushed west at
a relentless pace for nearly a week, thousands of wounded and exhausted men
fell out of the ranks. When word spread
that Lee planned to surrender, most remaining troops stacked their arms and
accepted paroles allowing them to return
home, even as they lamented the loss of
their country and cause. But others
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broke south and west, hoping to continue the ﬁght. Fearing a guerrilla war,
Grant extended the generous Appomattox terms to every rebel who would surrender himself. Provost marshals fanned
out across Virginia and beyond, seeking
nearly 18,000 of Lee's men who had yet
to surrender. But the shock of Lincoln's
assassination led Northern authorities to
see threats of new rebellion in every rail
depot and harbor where Confederates
gathered for transport, even among
those already paroled. While Federal
troops struggled to keep order and sustain a fragile peace, their newly surrendered adversaries seethed with anger
and confusion at the sight of Union
troops occupying their towns and former
slaves celebrating freedom. In this dramatic new history of the weeks and
months after Appomattox, Caroline E.
Janney reveals that Lee's surrender was
less an ending than the start of an interregnum marked by military and political
uncertainty, legal and logistical confusion, and continued outbursts of violence. Janney takes readers from the deliberations of government and military
authorities to the ground-level experiences of common soldiers. Ultimately,
what unfolds is the messy birth narrative
of the Lost Cause, laying the groundwork
for the deﬁant resilience of rebellion in
the years that followed.
From a pool of barely nine thousand men
of military age, Nebraska—still a territory
at the time—sent more than three thousand soldiers to the Civil War. They
fought and died for the Union cause,
were wounded, taken prisoner, and in
some cases deserted. But Nebraska’s military contribution is only one part of the
more complex and interesting story that
James E. Potter tells in Standing Firmly
by the Flag, the ﬁrst book to fully explore
Nebraska’s involvement in the Civil War
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and the war’s involvement in Nebraska’s
evolution from territory to thirty-seventh
state on March 1, 1867. Although distant
from the major battlefronts and seats of
the warring governments, Nebraskans
were aware of the war’s issues and subject to its consequences. National debates about the origins of the rebellion,
the policies pursued to quell it, and what
kind of nation should emerge once it was
over echoed throughout Nebraska. Potter explores the war’s impact on Nebraskans and shows how, when Nebraska Territory sought admission to the
Union at war’s end, it was caught up in
political struggles over Reconstruction,
the fate of the freed slaves, and the relationship between the states and the federal government.
A groundbreaking history of the American Revolution that “vividly recounts
Colonial women’s struggles for independence—for their nation and, sometimes,
for themselves.... [Her] lively book reclaims a vital part of our political legacy"
(Los Angeles Times Book Review). The
American Revolution was a home-front
war that brought scarcity, bloodshed,
and danger into the life of every American. In this book, Carol Berkin shows us
how women played a vital role throughout the conﬂict. The women of the Revolution were most active at home, organizing boycotts of British goods, raising
funds for the ﬂedgling nation, and managing the family business while struggling to maintain a modicum of normalcy
as husbands, brothers and fathers died.
Yet Berkin also reveals that it was not
just the men who fought on the front
lines, as in the story of Margaret Corbin,
who was crippled for life when she took
her husband’s place beside a cannon at
Fort Monmouth. This incisive and comprehensive history illuminates a fascinating
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and unknown side of the struggle for
American independence.
'[I]n a larger sense, we can not dedicate-we can not consecrate-we can not
hallow-this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above our power to
add or detract.' - President Abraham Lincoln
In July 1863 the invading Army of Northern Virginia, conﬁdent from its victory at
Chancellorsville, unexpectedly encountered the Army of the Potomac, still without a general Lincoln could trust, at a
small town in Pennsylvania. And there,
among the verdant hills, rich ﬁelds, and
sparkling brooks around Gettysburg, the
two armies slaughtered each other in
fearful numbers. My Enemy, My Brother
is a remarkable re-creation of that battle, told not as military strategists have
told it, but the way soldiers, doctors,
shopkeepers, farmers, and wives lived it.
Drawn from the letters, diaries, and memoirs of the people at Gettysburg, Persico's powerful work chronicles the passions and beliefs, the day-to-day
routines, the pain and the terror of those
caught up in the epic conﬂict that, for
thousands, became their last role on
earth.
From the ﬁrst shots ﬁred at Fort Sumter
in 1861 to the ﬁnal clashes on the Road
to Appomattox in 1864, The Atlas of the
Civil War reconstructs the battles of
America's bloodiest war with unparalleled clarity and precision. Edited by Pulitzer Prize recipient James M. McPherson
and written by America's leading military
historians, this peerless reference charts
the major campaigns and skirmishes of
the Civil War. Each battle is meticulously
plotted on one of 200 specially commissioned full-color maps. Timelines provide
detailed, play-by-play maneuvers, and
the accompanying text highlights the
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strategic aims and tactical considerations of the men in charge. Each of the
battle, communications, and locator
maps are cross-referenced to provide a
comprehensive overview of the ﬁghting
as it swept across the country. With
more than two hundred photographs and
countless personal accounts that vividly
describe the experiences of soldiers in
the ﬁelds, The Atlas of the Civil War
brings to life the human drama that pitted state against state and brother
against brother.
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obey it." The ruling made clear that the
government was legally obligated by the
Fifth Amendment to pay just compensation to the Lees. The Court's ruling in
United States v. Lee aﬃrmed the principle that the rule of law applies equally to
ordinary citizens and high government
oﬃcials. As the justices emphasized, the
Constitution is not suspended in wartime
and government oﬃcials who violate the
law are not beyond the reach of justice.
Ironically, the case also represented a
watershed on the path of sectional reconciliation. By ruling in favor of the Lee family, the justices demonstrated that
former Confederates would receive a fair
hearing in the federal courts. Gaughan
provides a riveting account of the Civil
War's ﬁnal battle, a struggle whose outcome became a signiﬁcant step on the
path to national reunion.
Black Hawk was born at Sac village, on
Rock river, in the year 1767, a leader
and warrior of the Sauk American Indian
tribe. His status came from leading war
parties as a young man, and from his
leadership of a band of Sauks during the
Black Hawk War of 1832. This is his Autobiography.
Using letters, diaries, and regimental
newspapers to take us inside the minds
of Civil War soldiers—black and white,
Northern and Southern—as they fought
and marched across a divided country,
this unprecedented account is “an essential contribution to our understanding of
slavery and the Civil War" (The Philadelphia Inquirer). In this unprecedented account, Chandra Manning With stunning
poise and narrative verve, Manning explores how the Union and Confederate
soldiers came to identify slavery as the
central issue of the war and what that
meant for a tumultuous nation. This is a
brilliant and eye-opening debut and an invaluable addition to our understanding

Seventeen years after Robert E. Lee's
surrender at Appomattox, one ﬁnal, dramatic confrontation occurred between
the Lee family and the United States government. In The Last Battle of the Civil
War, Anthony J. Gaughan recounts the
fascinating saga of United States v. Lee,
known to history as the "Arlington Case."
Prior to the Civil War, Mary Lee, Robert
E. Lee's wife, owned the estate that Arlington National Cemetery rests on today. After the attack on Fort Sumter,
however, the Union army seized the
Lees' Arlington home and converted it into a national cemetery as well as a
refugee camp for runaway slaves. In
1877 George Washington Custis Lee,
Robert and Mary's eldest son, ﬁled suit
demanding that the federal government
pay the Lees just compensation for Arlington. In response, the Justice Department asserted that sovereign immunity
barred Lee and all other private plaintiﬀs
from bringing Fifth Amendment takings
cases. The courts, the government
claimed, had no jurisdiction to hear such
lawsuits. In a historic ruling, the
Supreme Court rejected the government's argument. As the majority opinion explained, "All the oﬃcers of the government, from the highest to the lowest, are
creatures of the law and are bound to
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of the Civil War as it has never been rendered before.
Succinct, with a brace of original documents following each chapter, Christopher J. Olsen's The American Civil War is
the ideal introduction to American history's most famous, and infamous,
chapter. Covering events from 1850 and
the mounting political pressures to split
the Union into opposing sections,
through the four years of bloodshed and
waning Confederate fortunes, to Lincoln's assassination and the advent of Reconstruction, The American Civil War covers the entire sectional conﬂict and at every juncture emphasizes the decisions
and circumstances, large and small, that
determined the course of events.
Even one hundred and ﬁfty years later,
we are haunted by the Civil War—by its
division, its bloodshed, and perhaps,
above all, by its origins. Today, many believe that the war was fought over slavery. This answer satisﬁes our contemporary sense of justice, but as Gary Gallagher shows in this brilliant revisionist
history, it is an anachronistic judgment.
In a searing analysis of the Civil War
North as revealed in contemporary letters, diaries, and documents, Gallagher
demonstrates that what motivated the
North to go to war and persist in an increasingly bloody eﬀort was primarily
preservation of the Union. Devotion to
the Union bonded nineteenth-century
Americans in the North and West against
a slaveholding aristocracy in the South
and a Europe that seemed destined for
oligarchy. Northerners believed they
were ﬁghting to save the republic, and
with it the world’s best hope for democracy. Once we understand the centrality of
union, we can in turn appreciate the
force that made northern victory possible: the citizen-soldier. Gallagher reveals
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how the massive volunteer army of the
North fought to conﬁrm American exceptionalism by salvaging the Union. Contemporary concerns have distorted the
reality of nineteenth-century Americans,
who embraced emancipation primarily to
punish secessionists and remove slavery
as a future threat to union—goals that
emerged in the process of war. As Gallagher recovers why and how the Civil
War was fought, we gain a more honest
understanding of why and how it was
won.
Still the least-understood theater of the
Civil War, the Southwest Borderlands
saw not only Union and Confederate
forces clashing but Indians, Hispanos,
and Anglos struggling for survival, power, and dominance on both sides of the
U.S.-Mexico border. While other scholars
have examined individual battles, Andrew E. Masich is the ﬁrst to analyze these conﬂicts as interconnected civil
wars. Based on previously overlooked Indian Depredation Claim records and a
wealth of other sources, this book is both
a close-up history of the Civil War in the
region and an examination of the war-making traditions of its diverse peoples.
Along the border, Masich argues, the Civil War played out as a collision between
three warrior cultures. Indians, Hispanos,
and Anglos brought their own weapons
and tactics to the struggle, but they also
shared many traditions. Before the war,
the three groups engaged one another in
cycles of raid and reprisal involving the
taking of livestock and human captives,
reﬂecting a peculiar mixture of conﬂict
and interdependence. When U.S. regular
troops were withdrawn in 1861 to ﬁght in
the East, the resulting power vacuum led
to unprecedented violence in the West.
Indians fought Indians, Hispanos battled
Hispanos, and Anglos vied for control of
the Southwest, while each group sought
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allies in conﬂicts related only indirectly
to the secession crisis. When Union and
Confederate forces invaded the Southwest, Anglo soldiers, Hispanos, and sedentary Indian tribes forged alliances
that allowed them to collectively wage a
relentless war on Apaches, Comanches,
and Navajos. Mexico’s civil war and European intervention served only to enlarge
the conﬂict in the borderlands. When the
ﬁghting subsided, a new power hierarchy
had emerged and relations between the
region’s inhabitants, and their nations,
forever changed. Masich’s perspective
on borderlands history oﬀers a single, cohesive framework for understanding this
power shift while demonstrating the importance of transnational and multicultural views of the American Civil War and
the Southwest Borderlands.
After the feverish mobilization of secession had faded, why did Southern men
join the Confederate army? Kenneth Noe
examines the motives and subsequent
performance of "later enlisters." He
oﬀers a nuanced view of men who have
often been cast as less patriotic and less
committed to the cause, rekindling the
debate over who these later enlistees
were, why they joined, and why they
stayed and fought. Noe refutes the claim
that later enlisters were more likely to
desert or perform poorly in battle and reassesses the argument that they were
less ideologically savvy than their counterparts who enlisted early in the
conﬂict. He argues that kinship and
neighborhood, not conscription, compelled these men to ﬁght: they were determined to protect their families and
property and were fueled by resentment
over emancipation and pillaging and destruction by Union forces. But their age
often combined with their duties to wear
them down more quickly than younger
men, making them less eﬀective soldiers
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for a Confederate nation that desperately needed every able-bodied man it
could muster. Reluctant Rebels places
the stories of individual soldiers in the
larger context of the Confederate war
eﬀort and follows them from the initial
optimism of enlistment through the
weariness of battle and defeat.
Filled with fresh interpretations and information, puncturing old myths and challenging new ones, Battle Cry of Freedom
will unquestionably become the standard
one-volume history of the Civil War.
James McPherson's fast-paced narrative
fully integrates the political, social, and
military events that crowded the two decades from the outbreak of one war in
Mexico to the ending of another at Appomattox. Packed with drama and analytical insight, the book vividly recounts the
momentous episodes that preceded the
Civil War--the Dred Scott decision, the
Lincoln-Douglas debates, John Brown's
raid on Harper's Ferry--and then moves
into a masterful chronicle of the war itself--the battles, the strategic maneuvering on both sides, the politics, and the
personalities. Particularly notable are
McPherson's new views on such matters
as the slavery expansion issue in the
1850s, the origins of the Republican Party, the causes of secession, internal dissent and anti-war opposition in the North
and the South, and the reasons for the
Union's victory. The book's title refers to
the sentiments that informed both the
Northern and Southern views of the
conﬂict: the South seceded in the name
of that freedom of self-determination
and self-government for which their fathers had fought in 1776, while the
North stood fast in defense of the Union
founded by those fathers as the bulwark
of American liberty. Eventually, the
North had to grapple with the underlying
cause of the war--slavery--and adopt a
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policy of emancipation as a second war
aim. This "new birth of freedom," as Lincoln called it, constitutes the proudest legacy of America's bloodiest conﬂict. This
authoritative volume makes sense of
that vast and confusing "second American Revolution" we call the Civil War, a
war that transformed a nation and expanded our heritage of liberty.
In this companion to The Life of Johnny
Reb, Bell Irvin Wiley explores the daily
lives of the men in blue who fought to
save the Union. With the help of many
soldiers' letters and diaries, Wiley explains who these men were and why
they fought, how they reacted to combat
and the strain of prolonged conﬂict, and
what they thought about the land and
the people of Dixie. This fascinating social history reveals that while the Yanks
and the Rebs fought for very diﬀerent
causes, the men on both sides were very
much the same. "This wonderfully interesting book is the ﬁnest memorial the
Union soldier is ever likely to have.... [Wiley] has written about the Northern
troops with an admirable objectivity,
with sympathy and understanding and
profound respect for their ﬁghting abilities. He has also written about them with
fabulous learning and considerable pace
and humor.
General John A. Wickham, commander of
the famous 101st Airborne Division in
the 1970s and subsequently Army Chief
of
Staﬀ,
once
visited
Antietam
battleﬁeld. Gazing at Bloody Lane where,
in 1862, several Union assaults were brutally repulsed before they ﬁnally broke
through, he marveled, "You couldn't get
American soldiers today to make an attack like that." Why did those men risk
certain death, over and over again,
through countless bloody battles and
four long, awful years ? Why did the con-
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ventional wisdom -- that soldiers become
increasingly cynical and disillusioned as
war progresses -- not hold true in the Civil War? It is to this question--why did
they ﬁght--that James McPherson, America's preeminent Civil War historian, now
turns his attention. He shows that, contrary to what many scholars believe, the
soldiers of the Civil War remained powerfully convinced of the ideals for which
they fought throughout the conﬂict. Motivated by duty and honor, and often by religious faith, these men wrote frequently
of their ﬁrm belief in the cause for which
they fought: the principles of liberty, freedom, justice, and patriotism. Soldiers on
both sides harkened back to the Founding Fathers, and the ideals of the American Revolution. They fought to defend
their country, either the Union--"the best
Government ever made"--or the Confederate states, where their very homes
and families were under siege. And they
fought to defend their honor and manhood. "I should not lik to go home with
the name of a couhard," one Massachusetts private wrote, and another
private from Ohio said, "My wife would
sooner hear of my death than my disgrace." Even after three years of bloody
battles, more than half of the Union
soldiers reenlisted voluntarily. "While duty calls me here and my country demands my services I should be willing to
make the sacriﬁce," one man wrote to
his protesting parents. And another soldier said simply, "I still love my country."
McPherson draws on more than 25,000
letters and nearly 250 private diaries
from men on both sides. Civil War
soldiers were among the most literate
soldiers in history, and most of them
wrote home frequently, as it was the only way for them to keep in touch with
homes that many of them had left for
the ﬁrst time in their lives. Signiﬁcantly,

What They Fought For 1861 1865

2-10-2022

L82LGK

What They Fought For 1861 1865

their letters were also uncensored by military authorities, and are uniquely frank
in their criticism and detailed in their reports of marches and battles, relations
between oﬃcers and men, political debates, and morale. For Cause and Comrades lets these soldiers tell their own
stories in their own words to create an
account that is both deeply moving and
far truer than most books on war. Battle
Cry of Freedom, McPherson's Pulitzer
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Prize-winning account of the Civil War,
was a national bestseller that Hugh Brogan, in The New York Times, called "history writing of the highest order." For
Cause and Comrades deserves similar accolades, as McPherson's masterful prose
and the soldiers' own words combine to
create both an important book on an often-overlooked aspect of our bloody Civil
War, and a powerfully moving account of
the men who fought it.
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